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SUBJECT: RHITRA DIAS DESINGHE-SRI LANKA'S AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE 
TO PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

1 . DESINGHE, BORN IN 1931, IS TALL AND HEFTY FOR A 
SRI LANKA, ABOUT 6 FEET, 200 POUNDS. HE IS A 
PROMINENT CRIMINAL LAWYER IN SRI LANKA'S SECOND 
LARGEST CITY, KANDY. A BUDDHIST.DESINGHE IS MARREID 
AND HAS THREE SONS. HIS WIFE'S NAME IS RATNA. HE SPEAKS 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND WAS A FREQUENT VISITOR TO THE 
AMERICAN CENTER IN KANDY. THE DESINGHES REPORTEDLY 
ENJOY SOCIALIZING WITH AMERICANS. HE PLAYS POKER, 

DRINKS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AND HAS NO KNNOWN DIETARY 
RESTRICTIONS. DESINGHE IS AN AVID READER AND PLAYS 
TENNIS AND BILLIARDS. HE IS DESCRIBED AS FRIENDLY AND 
OPEN AS GENERALLY PRO-AMERICAN. 

2. A LONG-TIME SUPPORTER OF THE RULING UNITED NATIONAL 
PARTY (UNP), DESINGHE IS TREASURER OF THE UNP 
COMMITTEE FOR THE KANDY AREA.HE HAS NO NATIONAL 
REPUTATION OR EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

PRESUMABLY HE WAS SELECTED FOR THE AMBASSADORIAL POST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BECAUSE OF HIS PARTY ACTIVITIES AND LOYALTY. 

WRIGGINS 
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